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As ms many of the medical e of the 
county of Kent have inſtituted a Society, and 
eſtabliſned a Fund, for the Relief and Benefit of 
Widows and Orphans of Phyſicians, Surgeons 
and Apothecaries, being or having been reſident 
therein ; the Society hopes that the Laws and 
Regulations, exhibited in the following pages, 
will not only meet the approbation of the mem - 
bers in general, as well as of thoſe humant bene- 
factors who have aſſiſted the Society by their 
geherous donations; but will likewiſe be found 
as effectual as circumſtances can admit, in me- 
liorating the melancholy ſituations to which the 
families of medical practitioners are too often re- 
duced, not only by common calamities, but alſo 
by hazards peculiarly incidental to the proſeſſion. 

The foundation of this Society having com- 
menced in the year of our Lord 1787, and the 
ſum o Two 7. _— Pounds, in the 3 per Cents. 
B SE | con- 


conſolidated Bank Annuities, being now veſted 
as a capital fund, ariſing from the donations and 
| ſubſcriptions ſince the date thereof, it has been 
Judged proper to reviſe, new modify, and amend 
the Laws and Regulations of the Society, 
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W. VAUGHAN, Preſident. 
E. SCUDAMORE, Vice-Preſident. 
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PRELIMINART LAW S. 


Trar this Society ſhall be denominated the 
Benevolent Medical Society for the county of 
Rent, 
That this 8 inſtituted ſor the Benefit of 
Widows and Orphans of Medical Men who may 
be members thereof, ſhall ſolicit the Patronage of 


ſome diſtinguiſhed Nobleman, reſident in the 


county; and the ſanction of an eminent Clergy- 
man, of the eſtabliſhed Church, to act as Chaplain 
to the Society. 

That the affairs of the Society ſhall be con- 
| ducted by a Preſident, Vice-Preſident, Treaſurer, 
| Stewards, Auditors, and Secretaries, annually 
choſen from amongſt the members, and that the 
following Rules and Regulations ſhall be conſi- 
dered as the laws of the Society. 


B 2 
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SECTION 1. 


QUALIFICATION AND ADMISSION OF MEMBERS, | 


ARTICLE I, 


Far this Society ſhall conſiſt of Phyſicians, 
Surgeons and Apothecaries, who reſide and prac- 
tiſe, or who, at the time of their being elected 
members, actually did reſide and practiſe 1 in the 
county of Kent. 4 

2. That every gentleman of the Faculty, 

ſettled in Kent ſince July the 5th, 1799, and de- 
ſirous of becoming a member of this Society, mult |} 

be recommended by two members of the Society, | 
as having been regularly educated a Phyſician, | 
Surgeon, or Apothecary, The recommendation 
may be given by the gentlemen verbally, or in 
the following written form : 


cc HW 2, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, | 
« do, from our perſonal knowledge, re- 

© commend A. B. (here inſert his pro- 

te feſſion and place of abode) as @ gen- 

c tleman proper to become a member of 

be this A 
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3. That any gentleman of the Faculty, recom- 


mended and qualified as above, ſhalt be admitted 
and deemed a member of this Society, by paying 
an introductory ſum of Ten Guineas, and the 
annual ſubſcription of One Guinea, or ſuch 


greater ſam as he may think proper, by which 


he will be immediately entitled to the benefits of 


this Society. But ſuch gentlemen as were ad- 


mitted members of this Society prior to the 5th 


day of July 1799, are conſidered as ſtanding 
under that part of Rule 3d, Article 3d of the 
Laws and Regulations printed in 1796, according 
to which they became members, viz. either by 


having paid an introductory ſum of Seven Guineas, 
together with the annval ſubſcription of One 
Guinea, by which they became intitled to imme- 


diate benefit; or by having paid the annual ſub- 
ſcription only, in which latter caſe they are not 
entitled to benefit until they have Sem members 
ſeven years. 


4. That if any member ſhall remove into any 
other county, and continue his ſubſcription, not- 


_ withſtanding he may have relinquiſhed the prace 


rice of medicine, his widow and children ſhall be 
entitled to all the benefits of the Society. 


7. That every member ſhall pay his ſubſcrip- 
tion to the Steward of the Diſtrict wherein he re- 
ſides 1 — 950 r a — 5 for the ſame) on or 
about 5 


. oY 
about the: ffth day of July annually ; the ſub- 
ſcription ſo paid to be accounted as the ſubſcrip- 

tion df the current year, the year of the Society 
eee on the fifth day of July: 
Tp oe SECTION II. 


| DISQUALIFICATION OF MEMBERS, 


— — x — — 
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1. That no aſſiſtant Surgeon. or Apothecary, 
who is hired or, paid by any private practitioner, 
can be admitted a member of this ſociety. 


2. That any member who-ſhall neglect or re- 
fuſe to pay his ſubſcription on or about the fifth 
day of July, or within ſix months after, on being 
applied to by the Steward of his Diſtrict, ſhall 
forfeit his claim to the benefits of the Society, 

and be no longer conſidered as a member. 


2. That any member of this Society who ſhall 
publicly advertiſe any medicine as a ſecret, either 
as to ingredients or mode of preparation, or who 
ſhall publicly advertiſe to cure any diſeaſe, ſhall 
be excluded from all the benefits of the 17 


SECTION III. 

MEETINGS AND ELECTIONS. 
1 That a GENERAI Mrkrixo of this Society 
Thall be holden annually on the firſt Wedneſday 
after the fifth day of July, at ſuch place as ſhall _ 
have been appointed by the preceding General 
lords except it ſhovld be in the week of the 


County 


* 1 


County Aſizes, in which elle the meeting may t be 


holden on the ſaid Wedneſday fortnight. That 


at the General Meeting, and at all other Meet- 
inge, the Preſident, Vice-Breſident, or Steward of 
the Diſtrict, or in their abſcence the ſenior mem 
ber preſent ſhall take the chair; but no buſineſs 


ſhall be tranſacted at any General Meeting, unleſs 


ſeven members ſhall be preſent, and fourteen days 
previous notice ſhall have been given in the 
county newſpapers, or by letter individually ſent 
to each member. That at the ſaid General 
Meeting, the minutes of the laſt General Meet- | 
ing, and of all ſubſequent Meetings and Com- 
mittees having been read, the accounts of the 
preceding year, as made up from the Treaſurer's 


books, and examined by the Auditors, ſhall be 


laid before the Society, and ſigned by the mem- 
bers preſent ; that all applications for relief ſhall 
be attended to, and all recommendations of new 


members confirmed or rejected, and inſtructions 
ſhall then be given to the Treaſurer for the diſ- 


55 poſal of the receipts of the current year, and of 
any balance remaining in his hands. 


2. That at the fad General Meeting, the Pre- 


ſident. Vice Preſident, and all other officers ſhall 
be elected for the enſuing year; and the Trea- 
ſurer, Stewards, and Secretaries, who may go out 
of office, mall, if required, pay and deliver into 


the 


„„ n 
the hands of their reſpective ſucceſſors, the mo- 
nĩes, books, and effects belonging to the Society. 
3. That an AxNUAL MezTiNnG ſhall be holden 
at Blackheath, on the third Tueſday in May, con- 
ſiſting of not leſs than five members, to receive 
applications, and conſider of ſuch propoſitions, or 
other matters, as may be neceſſary to be laid before 
the General Meeting; the minutes of the laſt an- 
nual and General Meeting, and of all ſubſequent 
meetings being read, previous to any other 8 Ale 
except the nomĩnation of a Chairman. 

4. That on a vacancy happening 1 in any office, | 
place, or truſt of the Society, or on any other emers 
gency, the Preſident, Vice- Preſident, or Treaſurer, 
may call a SpgciA! MzzTING, to conſiſt of not 
leſs than five members, by giving fourteen days“ 
notice of the day appointed for ſuch Special Meets 
ing, and of the place where it is to be holden; and 
that the ſaid officers, with the Secretaries, ſhall "wy 
ex officio, members of all committees. ' 

$. That at all meetings the names of the perſons 
_ preſent, and the proceedings, ſhall be, minuted 
: down; and at ſome convenient time, as ſoon as 
may be after the ſaid meetings, the proceedings | 
ſhall be fairly entered in a book ſet apart for that 
purpoſe. 

6. That all motions to be made at any eng 
ſhall U'be delivered to the Chairman in writing, and 
ON at 0 read 


— eä — — 


> 1 14 55 . 
read by him twice before any debate or bn 
ſhall take place thereon ; and no member ſhalt be 


allowed to ſpeak more than twice on any motion, 
unleſs he firſt obtains leave from the, ogy for 


| Os 1 


7. That all Elections wall be rand by the 
majority of members. preſent; the, Chairman to 
cal up the votes, and report the numbers. 8 45 5 


8. That al queſtions which may ariſe at any 
meeting, ſhall be decided by a majority of votes, 
and in caſe of an equality of ee the Chairman 

1 ſhall have the caſting vote. A 


= 9. That no law of this Society hall * 3 

or altered, but at a General Meeting; and that no 

maeeeting ſhall be conſidered as diſſolved or ad- 

journed, until the Secretary ſhall have read over 
the minutes of that meeting, and the Chairman 
have * them eſnes, he quits the chair. 


SECTION i. 
QUALIFICATIONS ron ars, AND MODE or 


ApPPLICATTIOR AND PAYMENT... 


1. That the widow or orphan, of any 1 


Surgeon, or Cy who,. at. the time of his 
. | „ 


* ; 7 = * 


T s ) 
death, was a member of this Society, and entitled 
to the benefits thereof, ſhall, on application to the 
Secretary, (as hereafter ſpecified) have their caſe 
conſidered at a General Meeting; and that every 
widow, ſo applying, ſhall receive a ſum not leſs than 

20l. with ſuch further aſſiſtance as the meeting ſhall 


| Judge proper. And although the general inten- 


tion of this Society be to relieve the widows and 
orphans of deceaſed members, yet if it ſhould 
ſo happen that any member, through misfor 
tune or infirmity, ſhould be incapacitated from 
following or directing his profeſſion, and ſhould 
make application to the Society, it ſhall be lawful 

for the majority of members preſent at a General 

Meeting, to allow him ſuch aſſiſtance as they ſhall 


deem requiſite ; or the Treaſurer may relieve as 
ſpecified hereafter. 


2. That the widow of any member of this 
Society, duly qualified, may receive aſſiſtance from 
a General Meeting, for, or in part of making up 
an apprentice fee for a child, when fuch child ſhall 
have attained the age of fourteen years. 
3. That no widow who receives any relief or 
annuity from the Society, ſhall continue to receive 
the ſame if ſhe ſhould marry again ; but if, in that 
caſe, the huſband ſhould continue the annual ſub- 

{cription, ſhe ſhall be again entitled to the benefits 
6.3” N 


. ( 16 J 
5 of the Soriety on the deceaſe of the ſaid huſband, | 
and the children of her firſt huſband _ ſhall re- 
finme their claim to the ſame. p 
4. That all applications from widows aden of 
| Werde relief from this Society, muſt be made bj 
letter to the Secretary of the Diſtrict, in which let- 
ter it will be neceſſary to expreſs their reſidence and 
age, and the name and relationſhip of the member 
through whom they claim the relief which they ſoli- 
cit, with certificates of marriage and of the births of 
children, ſigned by the Miniſter and Churchwar- 
dens of their reſpective pariſhes ; the ſaid letters to 
be ſent to the Secretary on or before the et = 
of April. : e 
5. But as no exact mode of relief can be: pre- 
ſcribed for all caſes, if any members, widows, 
or orphans of members, ſhall be under peculiar 
circumſtances of diſtreſs, the Secretary to whom the 
application may be made, ſhall inform the Stew- 
ard of the Diſtrict with the particulars of the 
caſe as ſtated to him, in order that the faid 
Steward may enquire into the truth of the ſame, 
and report his opinion thereon to the Treaſurer, 
who hereby has a diſcretionary power to grant ſuch 
relief as he may think Proper till the next General 
Meeting. 
6. That all payments of money by the Trea- 
ſurer ſhall be 1 in conſequence of an order of the 
General 


» 


9 

| General Meeting; (except in caſes of urgent diſ- 
treſs) and that a copy of ſuch order, ſigned by the 
Secretary of the Meeting, ſhall be ſufficient autho= 
rity to the Treaſurer for the payment thereof. 


7. That all ſums of money oranted by the Ge- | 
neral Meeting ſhall be paid by the Treaſurer to 
| thoſe who are authoriſed to receive the ſame in two 
half yearly payments—the firſt payment within 
twenty days after ſuch ſums ſhall have been granted, 

| and the ſecond payment within twenty ſy after 
5 FRE fifth day of e in the enſuing year. 


SECTION: V. 
CAPITAL FUND, AND TRUSTEES. 


1, That a6 at the eſtabliſhment of this Society 
in 1787, it was unanimouſly reſolved that the ſum 
of 1oool. ferling, ariſing from the annual ſub- 
ſeriptions of the members, and other contributions, 
ſhould be placed in the public funds, and veſted in 
the names of Truſtees ; and as by ſubſequent reſo- 
lutions of General Meetings it was determined to 
augment the above ſum to 2000]. Atocł, in three 
per cent. conſolidated annuities, which ſum ſo 


W 


veſted ſhould be deemed the APITAL sTOcK of 


the Society, on no account to be diminiſned; the 
ſaid 2000l. and the ſurplus of ſubſcriptions, &c. 

have been accordingly veſted 1 in the names of four 
members 


( 18 ) 
3 appointed Truſtees, and when * as 
often, as the number of Truſtees ſhall, by death, 
3 or removal out of the county, be 
reduced to two, two new Truſtees ſhall be elected 
by a majority of the members preſent at the next 


General Meeting, and the money thus veſted be 
transferred to their joint names. 


2. That all benefactions and legacies, together 
with the annual ſubſcription of the members, and 
the intereſt of ſtock, ſhall at all times be added to 
the capital ſtock of the Society, unleſs a contrary 
_ diſpoſal of them be directed by the benefactors or 
teſtators, or by a General Meeting, a ſufficient ſum 
being left in the hands of the Treaſurer to ſatisfy 
any emergency. 


\ SECTION vr. 
| TREASURER AND STEWARDS. 


That the. Stewards reſident | in Gn parts of 
the county, ſhall collect the annual ſubſcriptions 
from the members of their ſeveral diſtricts, and 
tranſmit the ſame to the Treaſurer by the earlieſt 
opportunities; that they ſhall make regular entries 
of the names and reſidence of ſuch members and 
benefactors, as well as of the ſums received from 
each, and the time of payment, in order that re- 
ference may in any exe be made thereto ;. that on 
n receiving 


5 * 

receiving notice from the Secretary of their diſtrict 
of any application for immediate relief, they ſhall 
enquire into the circumſtances of the caſe, and re- 
port to the Treaſurer the reſult of their enquiries; 
that they ſhall give notice to the Secretaries for the 
information. of the Treafurer, or of the General 
Meeting, of the death, removal, or reſignation of 
any officer, member, or benefactor,” in their dif- 
tricts; that they ſhall provide for the General or 
other Meetings, to be holden in the faid diſtricts, 
and attend to all other circuntanees relative to the 
Society, which may happen therein. O e 


SECTI 0 N VII. 
SECRETARIES. 


That * N 5 one being Fl in 
the neighbourhood of the Treaſurer, and the other 

in the oppoſite diviſion of the county, ſhall, by 
| themſelves. or deputies, attend all meetings held i in 


their reſpective diviſions, and enter into proper 


books the minutes of the tranſactions of each meet- 

ing; that they ſhall give notice of the General, 
Annual, and other meetings occurring in their di- 
viſions, and inform the faid meetings of all appli · 
cations for relief, or of ſuch other matters as may 
have been tranſmitted to them for that purpoſe ; 
that they ſhall acquaint the ſeveral Stewards of any 


Cir cum 
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eitenblitaces of peculiar - diſtreſs made known to 

them; and whenever any ſum or ſums of money 

are to be paid by the Treaſurer to. perſons autho- 
riſed to receive the ſame, the Secretary reſiding 
with the Treaſurer ſhall inform them when and 
where they may receive ſuch payments; the Secre- 


| tary of any meeting ſhall alſo, if required, inform 
| any member who could not attend the ſaid meet- 


ing, of any minute, order, or reſolution made 
thereat; and the Secretary reſiding with the Trea- 
ſurer ſhall prepare the annual report, and tranſmit 
the ſame to the reſpective Stewards for circulation. | 


—_—  —— Me; . 


1 0 110 N VIII. 
AUDITORS, 


| That che Auditors ſhall be ed from the meme 
ö bers reſident in the neighbourhood of the Trea- 
| ſurer, that they ſhall audit the accounts of the So- 
diety as made up from the Treaſurer's books, pre- 
vious to the Annual Meeting, and inſpect the An- 
nua Reports, - as prepared by the Secretary. ' 


8 1:0; * ION IX. 
GENERAL RVLES. 


5 That the laws of the Society ſhall be 3 

and that ſuch new laws and regulations as may be 

made at any future General Meetings, ſhall be 
6 Aa added 


D 


added to the liſt of officers, members, and bene- 


factors, which, with a ſtatement of the accounts, 


ſmhall be printed, and circulated ſoon after the Ge- 
neral Meeting of each year, under the title of the 


Annual Report. 


2. That all expences ncideatal at the different 
meetings of the Society, ſhall be defrayed by the 
gentlemen preſent ; and that every member reſid- 


ing within ten miles of the place at which the Ge- 


neral Meeting is held, and not attending the ſaid *. 
meeting, ſhall pay, to the Steward of the Diſtrict, 
the ſum of Five Shillings for the dinner. 


„ on 1 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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j PT... ſuch as are clings to 8 Benefadtors 
{| by will, the following form is recommended as 
proper: 


I give and bequeath unto the Preſident, Vice- 
« Preſident, Tregſurer, and Members of the Society 
ce for the relief of the Widows and Orphans of Me- 
e dical Men in the County of 2 in FO tbe Jon | 
„ - . 
« which I defire may be 7 out 3 my fd 


« eftate, and applied to ths purpoſes 7 the aid 
Society. 


A 


N. B. Deviſes of land, or money charged on 
land, or to be laid out in land, are void by the 
ſtatute of Mortmain. : 15 


„ Annual 


To) 

*, * Annual Subſcriptions or Benefactions, 
8000 perſons not of the Medical profeſſion, will 
be thankfully received by the Treaſurer or Stew- 
ards, or at either of the following Banks: 


Meſſrs. Gips and Co. Canterbury. 
BaTsoNn and Co. London. 
— RansoM and Co. London. 
— F ECTOR and Co. Dover, 


The ſubſcriptions commence from the 5th of 
1 in every year. 
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2 See Blank Tea ties are 


intended for the ingertion of an, 
altered o neW Tame, which 


may, from Fiume to tume, be added 
to the Annual Hlcheort. 
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